[Decline in the prevalence of HTLV-1/2 among blood donors at the Regional Blood Center of the City of Uberaba, State of Minas Gerais, from 1995 to 2008].
A retrospective study was conducted in order to assess the prevalence and factors associated with seropositivity for HTLV-1/2 between 1995 and 2008 in Uberaba Regional Blood Center, and to describe the seropositive blood donors in relation to gender, age, marital status, skin color and origin. Descriptive statistical analysis, chi-square tests and odds ratios were produced to compare proportions, along with scatter charts with linear correlation coefficients. Among the donors tested, the prevalence of seropositivity for HTLV was found to be 0.02%, with indeterminate results in 0.09%. There was a significant reduction in seropositivity for HTLV between 2002 and 2008, compared with the period from 1995 to 2001. Among the seropositive individuals, females were significantly predominant. The gradual decrease in seropositivity over this period was attributed to the permanent exclusion of seropositive repeat donors and improvement in the clinical screening methods and serological tests over the years, with a positive impact on transfusion safety.